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The prohibition of the SA was a heavy blow for the
National Socialists. Thousands of SA men lived on
this organization ; from it got food, dwelling, and
clothing, although they held no paid posts.

Hitler was disturbed. Goring raged and swore to
take revenge. In the Reichstag he made a fiery speech.

The decay went deeper and deeper. Between the
fight to death and death itself there was only a short
interval; it looked as if the disaster could not be
staved off any longer. The election on 31 July 1932,
in which the numbers taking part were very high,
brought the National Socialists a great victory : 230
mandates out of 608. The Moderate parties with th^
exception of the Catholic Centre went back. The
Social Democrats lost 600,000 votes, but the Com-
munists found 800,000 new followers.

As a result of the renewed election victory" the
demand for power by the National Socialists took a
tremendous step forward. What was going to happen
now ? Was Hitler to be Chancellor ? Goring had
now to scratch up the soil for the sowing even more
than before. He even succeeded in arranging a
meeting between General Schleicher and Hitler.

On 13 August a conference with Hindenburg was
held. Administrative questions were under discussion.
Goring and Goebbels were not allowed to accompany
Hitler; Frick and Rohm went instead of thenv
Frick was the Thuringian Minister and so the repre^
sentative of a Nazi government. Goebbels and Goring